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. new military regime- and
- gain control- of the rice

: lacks, which have doubled
i in the five weeks since the

f gain eontrol
F harvest, they will have

. ; . 1y .
"“““‘d":“.\ oo

painfully learning that, the

{ explosive political and mi-

litary mess in Seuth Viet-
nam could easily hécorne
his  first major foreign :
crisis.

. . (
He is heing frankly

warned that ‘the fate of

South Vietnam's new ar-

cmy junta will be decided
- in the next 60 days during:
- e

"battle of the
crop.” .
In 3 series of backstage
intelligence briefings, the
President was told that

rice

: well-organized and heav-

ily-armed Communist Viet -
Cong guerrillag are shaip-
increasing  their at-
tacks tn shake the peas-.
confidence in- the

harvest, :
*

These Communist at-

military junta averthrew

~and killed President Ngo
- Dinh Diem,

are expected
lo reach their peak later
this month and in Janua-

- 1y, the rice havvest time in

the rich southern delta

L area,

The President's military ..
and intelligence adviserg

“are stressing that the Viet ;

Congs have two major
objectives in launching
this new military offép- .

: sive,

It the .Communisig
of the

can
rice

sufficient food to sustain
their stepped-up military
operafions throughout the

- coming season and.for use

in inducing  Vietnamese -
peasants. who know little
ahout the new military
junta, to aid their cam-

| paign.

By p-reveming the rice, -

lthe " backbone “of .South
| Vietnam's econdmy  and
: (oqd supply, from going
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TCRIAT . COMMEercia)
cliinnels, the Viet Congs
AN calize a3 majer foad
shovtage and rurtail

Fovernment income from”
AN, :
Too coumter this new’

Aggression; Preszident -

Johnson _is sénding in-
structions to Gen, Paul
Harkins, head of U.S,

Harkins

military forces in South
Vietnam, to provide all
help needed to divert
additional South Viétna-
mese forces 10 proteéct the
rice crop during this criti-

cal period.

In a personal message lo
Maj. Gen. Duong Van
Minh, head of the new
military junta, the Prés-
idént has notified him of
the help Gen. Harkins is
prepared to offer,

*

On the political front,
President Johnson faces ar

-rdecision on whether (o put,

pressure on the junta in
protect. Catholics, who are
heing persecuted in scat-
lered areas of South Viet-
nam, : S

A Teport prepared by
the Rev, Patriclk O'Connor,
of the Society of St.
Columban, and turned
over to the CIA in South
Vietnam™TFavTa1¢ that.
Catholies in_Thua: Thien
province are haing’ threa-
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heaten and imprisoned.

“since the South Vietna-
o mese army leaders, with

© seem weak, either through

~hority certainly not repre-

. Communist - ruled North

" Presidént should take to

- group, .

fened, falzely accusg ed,|

All this has happened

coverl U.8. help, over!
threw the . Diem regime
and brought about loca] as
well as national changes in’
sovernment officials. :

According to Fathep
O'Connor's ~report, "The
anti-Christian campaizn in
the villages did not begin
until about one week after.
the coup. that overthrew.
the former government.* '

*

He warns that, the cam-’
Paign is being inspired by

the Communists and 18

hurting the war effort
agsinst, Lhe Viet Congs,
stating: .

“One result of the anti-
Christian campaign is the .
weakening of the whole
village defense system in
the provinces ciosest to
the Communist Norip,
Néw local authorities

inexperience or fear of.
'‘the crowd,' which is ac-,
tually an aggressive mi.
séntative  of
Buddhism."
He reports that, in Qang’
Tri province, near the,
17th parallel which di-
vides South Vietnam from:

authentie

Vietnam, "Catholics have'
been beaten and tied with
wire. Victims woundéd by
heatings in  one village
were refused treatment in
the small government me-
dical stations to which
they had gone." .
-~ The report is now heing
studied by President John-
son's top foreign policy
advisers for recommenda-
tions on what action the

end these new intimida."
tions against - a minority
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